BY JEANNIE JOHNSON-YOUNG




OBJECTIVE

I can begin to understand the
various steps of writing
biographies--and learn about
key individuals involved in
World War II.







WHAT IS A BIOGRAPHY?

Authors often write stories about real people in history. These
nonfiction books are called biographies. They include only facts, not
made-up dialogue or events. An autobiography, on the other hand, 1s

the story of a person’s life written by that individual.
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Biographies come in many different formats. They are not just big
chapter books for adults:
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WHAT MAKES A GOOD BIOGRAPHY?

Choosing a person who...

...had an impact on history

George Washington Abraham Lincoln Sandra Day O’Connor Michelle Obama




WHAT MAKES A GOOD BIOGRAPHY?

Choosing a person who...

...made an important scientific discovery

Sir Isaac Newton Albert Einstein Marie Curie Katherine Johnson




WHAT MAKES A GOOD BIOGRAPHY?
Choosing a person who...

...had a tremendous impact on an industry

Dr. Elizabeth Blackwell Henry Ford Annie Easley Walt Disney




WHAT MAKES A GOOD BIOGRAPHY?

Choosing a person who...

...fought for the rights of others

Susan B. Anthony Chief Joseph Martin Luther King Jr. Dolores Huerta




WHAT MAKES A GOOD BIOGRAPHY?

Choosing a person who...

...showed great courage in the face of adversity

Harriet Tubman John McCain Virginia Hall Malala Yousafzai




| would like to read a biography
about because




VIRGINIA WAS ASPY: ABIOGRAPHY

Today you are going to hear the story
(biography) of Virginia Hall. Virginia was
an adventurous girl who wanted to see the

world and make a difference. She ended up
doing both! She worked as a spy during
World War II and helped the Allies

overthrow the Axis.




CREATING A BIOGRAPHICAL POSTER

e A Your teacher will divide your class into

nine groups and assign each group one of
the Axis, Allied, or Resistance leaders of
World War II. Your task is to create a
poster about your assigned leader. Before
we start, let’s find out what you know about
World War II and its leaders, and what you
would like to learn.




KNOWING AND LEARNING

WHAT IKNOW

On five yellow sticky notes,
write down three different things
you know about biographies and
two things you know about
World War II leaders. Place
them on the butcher paper that
says “Know” at the top.




THE FIGHTING FACTIONS

= THE AXIS

Germany, ltaly, and
Japan made up the Axis
forces. Germany
started the war when
Hitler ordered its
troops to invade
Poland.

> THE ALLIES

England, the United
States, the Soviet
Union, Canada,
Australia, and other
countries made up the
Allied Forces during
World War 1.

> THE RESISTANCE

Citizens from countries
overtaken by the Axis,
like France and Poland,
formed underground
resistance groups to
sabotage the efforts of
their enemies.
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Dictator
Benito Mussol




Britain
Prime Minister
Winston Churchill

United States

President Soviet Union

Franklin Roosevelt Premiere
Joseph Stalin

ALLIED LEADERS




Britain
SEO Leader
Vera Atkins

Poland
Resistance Leader
Witold Pilecki

France
Resistance Leader
Charles De Gaulle




| think would be
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The next several slides will walk you
through the process of creating your WWII
poster. We will use the famous General
George Patton as an example. You also will
have outlines and worksheets to help you
create the materials you will need for your
posters. Before we start, we will divide the
class into working teams.




YOUR TURN: CREATING A POSTER

Step 1: Create a team

“Teamwork divides the task and multiplies the success.”

Working in a team is a critical skill to develop as you grow up. Sometimes it
helps to get together and write down your expectations of how you will work
together and how you will treat one another. Adults call these norms. Please
work with your team to develop your group norms, write them on page 2 of
the packet, have everyone agree to them, and sign them.




One norm | would like to
includeis
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YOUR TURN: CREATING A POSTER

Step 2: Divide Up the Work

“Teamwork divides the task and multiplies the success.”

Now you will find out who your biography subject is and decide how you
will divide up the work. The next slide will help you learn what you need to
research and write about for your poster. Once you know this, you will meet
again as a team and divvy up the work for the life areas only on page 3 in the
packet.




YOUR TURN: CREATING A POSTER

Four Life Areas to Research

Life Area 1:
Early life (must

include when
and where your
subject was
born and lived,
parents,
siblings, early
education)

Life Area 2:
Education
(must include
where the
subject went to
high school and
college and
what he or she
studied)

Life Area 3:
Career (must
include your
subject’s jobs,
roles in
government,
and impact on
the war effort)

Life Area 4:
Personal (must
include
marriages,
children, and

place and date
of death)
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YOUR TURN: CREATING A POSTER

Step 3: Use the tools available to do research

Documentaries

PATTON DOCUMENTARIES

magazines




TIPS FOR GETTING STARTED

3

Dig deep and use multiple sources!

Books: Historical Videos and
Textbooks Documents: Photographs:
Biographies Journals Documentaries
Autobiographies  Letters YouTube
Encyclopedias Speeches Google Images

Computers

history.com
biography.com
google.com
nationalww2museum.org




TIPS FOR GETTING STARTED

Dig deep and use multiple sources!

Use primary sources (items directly from the person including journals

letters, photographs, newspaper clippings written during their lives
speeches, videos)
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TIPS FOR GETTING STARTED

Dig deep and use multiple sources!

Use secondary sources (items written or produced by others after the fact such as
textbooks, encyclopedias, other biographies, articles written after an event,
documentaries)
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TIPS FOR GETTING STARTED

Take good notes while researching

Research Outline—Early Life

Use the appropriate outline included in the

packet. Make sure you find information to fill

out each of the boxes. This information also will
help you create a timeline and Fun Facts box.

Y ou will find these outlines on pages 6-9 in your
packets.




YOUR TURN: CREATING A POSTER

Step 4: Write your life area block

Write your first draft on YouMUST have the Type your final draft
pages 11-12 in your other members of your into a Word or Google
packet. Skip every other group edit your draft doc. Print out your text
line to leave room for copy for errors before to be added to the poster.
editing marks. typing it.




TIPS FOR WRITING A GREAT TEXT BLOCK

Tip 1: It is NOT an essay!

A text block 1s short and concise - not an essay. You should try to
whittle down the information you have found into 7-10 sentences.
You can use leftover information in the Fun Facts box or on the
timeline to be discussed later.




TIPS FOR WRITING A GREAT TEXT BLOCK

Tip: 2: Think sequentially and watch your grammar:

Use complete sentences with nouns, verbs, adjectives, and
transition words that show a passage of time or sequence of events.
Y ou can use words like first, next, then, after that, in the meantime,

finally. Write a sequence of events from the beginning of a
subject’s life to the end.




TIPS FOR WRITING A GREAT TEXT BLOCK

Tip 3: Avoid the fancy fonts and choose one font the whole team will use!

Avoid fancy typefaces even if they look pretty! Make it easy to read. Check
out the differences:

How are you doing 7 How are you doing?

%ﬂm@/m&aﬁhy? How are yOou dO|ng2

AHow are you doing? How are you doing?

Hows are you doing? | How are you doing?




TIPS FOR WRITING A GREAT TEXT BLOCK

Tip 3: Avoid the fancy fonts and choose one font the whole team will use!

When you type in your text blocks, choose a font style that is easy to

read, such as Times New Roman. Also, use type size 18 to make
your block easy to read. Add a bold header--30-point size--for each
text block. On the next slide you will see an example of four
shortened text blocks for General George S. Patton. You also can
refer to them on page 10 of the packet.




1. EARLY LIFE

George S. Patton was born on Now. 11,
1885, in San Gabriel, California, to George
and Ruth Patton. He had a sister named
Anne. Some historians think he

might have had a reading disability and
didn’t start school until age 11.

3. CAREER

Patton’s first taste of battle came on the back of
a horse against Pancho Villa in the Mexican
American War. He served in World War I under
General Pershing, using a tank instead of a
horse. During World War II, he was a general
and led troops in Africa and Europe. However,
his famous temper sometimes got him in trouble
with his commanding officers.

2. EDUCATION

The Patton family had a history of military
service, and George wanted to carry on that
tradition after graduating from Pasadena High
School in California. He went to the Virginia
Military Institute for one year. He

then transferred and ended up graduating from
West Point in 1909. He also graduated from the
Army War College in 1932.

4. PERSONAL LIFE

When he wasn’t on the battlefield, Patton spent
time with his family. He married Beatrice Ayer
after college, and they had three children: George,
Beatrice, and Ruth. Patton died Dec. 21, 1945, after
suffering injuries in a car accident while serving in
Heidelberg, Germany.




YOUR TURN: CREATING A POSTER
%%:}

Now that you have researched and written your text block,
you and your teammates are going to start creating the
graphic elements of the poster. These may include:

*Fun Facts Boxes *Graphics/insignias
*Photographs *Tables or graphs
*Timelines eFamous quotes
*Flags




YOUR TURN: CREATING A POSTER
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Step s: Create a Fun Facts box

Y ou will find interesting bits of information you want to include but
don’t have room for in your text blocks. Fun Facts boxes are short,
bulleted pieces of information about your leader. You can create this
box by hand or on the computer. The next slide provides an example.







YOUR TURN: CREATING A POSTER

Step 6: Find Photographs

You need at least four pictures of your leader. When searching, find

photographs of your subject at different times in his or her life. For
visual interest, look for pictures of different shapes and sizes.
Remember to write captions for all photos. You will see examples
for General Patton on the next slide. Also the step-by-step directions
for finding images is in your packet on page 14.







FINDING PHOTOS STEP 1

*Go to Google on your computer and type the leader’s name into the

search box.
*Under the top search bar you will see an icon that says /mages. Left

click on it.

General George Patton




FINDING PHOTOS STEP 2

*Find the image you want, and LEFT click on it.

atton - Wikipedia orge S. Patton Color

General George Patton dies - 12/21/1...

% 2Fvisk2Fe.




FINDING PHOTOS STEP 3

*When the image appears, RIGHT click on it and scroll down to COPY
IMAGE and LEFT click (NOT copy image address! )

€ My x | [inforr x | [ Wor x | @ Biogr x | B G 4 x | G kidse x G Gene x [ Wom X | G howe x | @ 4We x | B Gene x | S 504 x | +

< C @ https//www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS759US7598biw=1 hetsa= CturtQaz9r-Qf 9

Apps [ Bersons! Folderof SchoolSuff [ TechMebsites [ PD R BLRA Lockdown Att.. & My Drive - Google

George S. Patton - Wikipedia George Patton | Facts, Biograph, General George Patton dies - 12/21/1945 George . Patton - Wikipedia General George S. Patton Color
en wikipedia b a ftuve com enwikipedia

-
Open lnk in new tab

Open link in new window heorge Patton dies - 12/21/1...

Open lnk in incagnita vindow

Save lnk sc..

Copy link address

Open image in new tab

Save image as..

Copyimage 4—
Copy image address
Search Google for image

Inspect

more




FINDING PHOTOS STEP 4

*Open a Google, Word, or Publisher document. Go to the Edit button
and LEFT click on Paste.
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FINDING PHOTOS STEP 5

*Y our picture should appear!
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YOUR TURN: CREATING A POSTER

Step 7: Creating a Timeline

Authors often use timelines in nonfiction books and articles. This gives

them the opportunity to highlight the significant events in a person’s life.
Timelines also are reader-friendly, since they show a person’s life in a quick
and concise manner. You can make your timeline by hand or use the
computer. You will need to work as a team and determine which life events
to include on the timeline.




SAMPLE TIMELINE GEN. GEORGE PATTON

Liberates
Buchenwald
Assigned to Concentration Dies in a car
Graduates from  Fights in WWI Leads troops lead Third Camp April accident Dec
West Point 1915 using tanks 1917 into Africa 1942 Army 1944 1944 21, 1945

Born Fights in Graduates from Leads troops Pushes the Commands 15™

Nov. 11, 1885 Mexican Army War into Italy and Germans back  Army Division

American War College 1932 frees Sicily 1943 600 miles 1944 in Germany
1916 1945




YOUR TURN: CREATING A POSTER

Step 8: Finding a map

A map allows people to see where someone lived and where his or her
greatest achievements occurred. Try to find a map associated with the
life of your leader.




YOUR TURN: CREATING A POSTER

Step 9: Finding graphic elements

Just like you found photos of your leaders, you can find graphic elements by
typing keywords into the Google Image search bar. You can look for flags

during World War 11, insignias, graphics, and famous quotes. The following
slides will give you ideas.

I
Dec. 7, 1941 - a date which will live in I w.e Can Do t!
infamy - No matter how long it may :f:'..'r
take us to overcome this premeditated v, y
invasion, the American people in their
righteous might will win through to
absolute victory.

AZQUOTES




FLAGS OF THE FIGHTING COUNTRIES

Japanese Battle Flag Italian Flag Nazi German Battle Flag

+

British Flag Soviet Union Flag French Resistance Flag Polish Resistance Flag




WAR INSIGNIAS

The military uses insigniasto identify which side of the war effort or
which unit a person served. Here are some examples.

Nazi War Pin ltalian Fascist Party Pin American Homefront Poster British Navy Patch
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we have to fear

is fear itself’

Franklin D Roosevelt - www.quoteikon.com




GRAPHS AND TABLES

Graphs and Tables provide information in a quick and easy way to
grasp.

Holocaust Deaths Allied merchant ships sunk in Atlantic

B Sunk various causes

47 43 44 45 45




DIVIDING UP THE GRAPHIC ELEMENT TASKS

Talk with your team about dividing up the rest of the tasks. Fill out
the remaining tasks on page 3. Then do your assigned task/tasks.

My Biography Group

e responsibiies for each poron o the poste, ba sure the wr




The task/tasks | am interested
in doing is
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YOUR TURN: CREATING A POSTER

Step 10: Designing the layout of your poster

When you design a poster, make sure you arrange
elements in a way that makes it easy for the reader to

get the information about your leader. One way to do
that is by leaving space between different elements.
More isn’t necessarily better. It helps to create a
draft on grid paper first. You can create it together,
or you can each create a layout and vote on which
one you want.




POSTER LAYOUT EXAMPLE
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Poster Title

Subtitle

Map




POSTER DESIGN AND LAYOUT

Talk with your team about laying out your poster, and how you
will fit all the elements onto the space allotted. If you are each

doing a draft, this is the time to vote on which one you like the
most.




| like this design because :




YOUR TURN: CREATING A POSTER

Gen. George Patton ¥ e
“Old Blood and Guts” 4 N

F—" )= Step 11: Creating the final product

George S. Patton was born on Nov.
11, 1885, in San Gabriel, California,

ink he may areading
disability and didn’tstart school "The West Point Years
until age 11. ‘o The Patton family had a history of military ser-

. [ It’s time to put together

horse against Pancho Villain the Mexican American
‘War. He served in World War I under General Per-
shing, using a tank instead of a horse. During World
Warll, he was a general and led troops in Africa and

i the final product.
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college, and they had

~ three children: G
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had freed or conquered 81, 522 miles of Europe. dent while serving in
Heidleberg, Germany.
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YOUR TURN:
PRESENTING YOUR WORK

Your team will present your
biography poster to your
class. You and your
teammates will meet to
divide up responsibilities
for your presentation. Fill
out page 18in your packet.
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| would like to present I e e
because )




CLASS PRESENTATION

Before presenting, write
out your speaker notes and
practice. When it’s time to
present, face your audience

and speak loudly and
clearly. Do NOT read
directly off your notes!
Have fun sharing your new
knowledge!




KNOWING AND LEARNING
%}:}




COPYRIGHT

This slide show was created by Catherine
Urdahl and Jeannie Young and is
copyrighted material. You may use the
slide show in your class and make copies
of the slides for educational purposes
only. It accompanies the book “Virginia
Was A Spy” by Catherine Urdahl and
published by Creative Editions in August
2020. No part of the book or this slide
show may be copied for commercial use.




	The Who Behind World War II
	OBJECTIVE
	TABLE TALK
	WHAT IS A BIOGRAPHY?
	Slide Number 5
	WHAT MAKES A GOOD BIOGRAPHY?
	WHAT MAKES A GOOD BIOGRAPHY?
	WHAT MAKES A GOOD BIOGRAPHY?
	WHAT MAKES A GOOD BIOGRAPHY?
	WHAT MAKES A GOOD BIOGRAPHY?
	TABLE TALK
	VIRGINIA WAS A SPY: A BIOGRAPHY
	CREATING A BIOGRAPHICAL POSTER
	KNOWING AND LEARNING
	THE FIGHTING FACTIONS
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	TABLE TALK
	YOUR TURN: CREATING A POSTER
	YOUR TURN: CREATING A POSTER
	TEAM TALK
	Slide Number 23
	YOUR TURN: CREATING A POSTER
	TEAM TALK
	Slide Number 26
	TIPS FOR GETTING STARTED
	TIPS FOR GETTING STARTED
	TIPS FOR GETTING STARTED
	TIPS FOR GETTING STARTED
	YOUR TURN: CREATING A POSTER
	TIPS FOR WRITING A GREAT TEXT BLOCK
	TIPS FOR WRITING A GREAT TEXT BLOCK
	TIPS FOR WRITING A GREAT TEXT BLOCK
	TIPS FOR WRITING A GREAT TEXT BLOCK
	Slide Number 36
	YOUR TURN: CREATING A POSTER 
	YOUR TURN: CREATING A POSTER 
	Slide Number 39
	YOUR TURN: CREATING A POSTER 
	Slide Number 41
	FINDING PHOTOS STEP 1
	FINDING PHOTOS STEP 2
	FINDING PHOTOS STEP 3
	FINDING PHOTOS STEP 4
	FINDING PHOTOS STEP 5 
	YOUR TURN: CREATING A POSTER 
	Slide Number 48
	YOUR TURN: CREATING A POSTER 
	YOUR TURN: CREATING A POSTER 
	FLAGS OF THE FIGHTING COUNTRIES
	WAR INSIGNIAS
	FAMOUS QUOTES
	GRAPHS AND TABLES
	DIVIDING UP THE GRAPHIC ELEMENT TASKS
	TEAM TALK
	YOUR TURN: CREATING A POSTER 
	POSTER LAYOUT EXAMPLE
	POSTER DESIGN AND LAYOUT
	TEAM TALK
	YOUR TURN: CREATING A POSTER 
	YOUR TURN:�PRESENTING YOUR WORK
	TEAM TALK
	CLASS PRESENTATION
	KNOWING AND LEARNING
	COPYRIGHT

